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This course aims at providing the students with a broad and up-to-date overview of the
political development of modern Portuguese society from the late 19th century until
today and of its main social and cultural features in the present context of
globalization and as a member of the EU. Contemporary Portuguese society will be
viewed in a multidimensional perspective, integrating dynamics of migration between
different countries in the Portuguese speaking world. The exercise of debate and
argumentation in the classroom will help to develop the students’ competences in
order to stimulate a better understanding of the subjects and of cross-disciplinary
perspectives regarding issues such as the modernization of Portuguese society, the
historical and contemporary relationships emerging from the colonial period, the
colonial wars, and the impact of the European integration.

1. From the crisis of the constitutional monarchy to democracy.
2. Paths to modernity: changes in rural and urban contexts in Portugal (1970s and
1980s).
3. The challenges of immigration and the return of the Portuguese (1980-1990).
4. Multiple cultural encounters and clashes in the contemporary Portuguese world.
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Learning outcomes
1. Generic skills:
1. Organization and fluency of oral and written expression.
2. The ability of analysis and synthesis.
3. The ability to cope with complex and contradictory information.
4. The ability to conceptualize and to question information.
2. Specific skills:
1. To provide a global and coherent vision of the political development of modern
Portuguese society and of its main social and cultural features in the present context of
globalization and as a member of the EU.
2. The ability to criticize nationalist and teleological interpretations of historical
dynamics.
3. The ability to criticize the prevailing historiographical and sociological paradigms of
modernity.
Assessment criteria
The evaluation methods are based on the following assignments: a term paper (70%);
oral presentations; and participation in class debates (30%).
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