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Learning outcomes of the curricular unit
The curricular unit aims at giving the students knowledge about the main theoretical
positions on cultural representation through the study of the systems of
representation. The study of the production and circulation of meaning through
language is designed to foster competences of cultural analysis, within the concept
that culture is more than a set of things (like novels, painting, music or TV
programs) but that it is also a process and a set of practices. Through the study of
representations, the students will develop competences for the interpretation of
shared meanings in the same culture and a better understanding of the way cultural
meanings organize and regulate social practices, influence our conduct and
consequently have real, practical effects.
The study of different theories of representation and of different case studies, both in
time and space, should contribute to the development of the awareness about
difference and “the other” and to a better understanding of the instruments that have
built and legitimized discursive formations that led to specific “regimens of truth”.
Syllabus
1. The study of systems of cultural representation in modernity
a) Codes of linguistic and visual representation – the constructionist approach
b) Saussure and Barthes: from linguistics to semiotics
c) From language to discourse: Michel Foucault
d) Cultural Hermeneutics: Clifford Geertz
e) Images, power, politics
f) Media and representation: fine art, photography, film, television, new media
2. The study of representations as discursive practices:
a) Representations of the nation and of national identity
b) Representations of class

c) Representations of gender
d) Representations of ethnicity
e) The consumer society and representation
Teaching methodologies (including evaluation)
Attendance in class in compulsory, according to University regulations. A reader of
fundamental texts will be made available to the students. Based on the concept of
student centered methodologies, the work program will articulate theory and
practice in order to provoke both debate and autonomous research. The students
will be encouraged and to use, under the teacher’s guidance, the many on-line
resources made available by the University. At the end of the first part of the
program, which is mainly theoretical, the students will have a written test for the
assessment of their knowledge of the theories of representation. During the second
part of the semester, work will center on presentations by the students, either
individually or in small groups. The presentations will follow rules of articulation
between theory and practice, and will be followed by debate. At the end of the
semester there will be a second written test, for the assessment of both knowledge
and competences.
 1st written test: 30%
 Presentation and debate: 30%
 2nd written test: 35%
 General continuous assessment: 5%
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Specific bibliography will be recommended according to the subject of each project
to be presented and debated in class.

