
 
 

 

                                      

                                      
 

Curricular Unit 

Theories of Culture (5.5 ECTS) – 45 hours 

 

Study cycle to which the curricular unit belongs (with academic semester and 

scholar year) 

BA in Social and Cultural Communication and BA in Applied Foreign Languages 

 

Responsible academic staff member and lecturing load in the curricular unit  

Maria Alexandra Ambrósio Lopes, 1st Semester  

Other academic staff and lecturing load in the curricular unit  

Maria Luisa Homem Leal de Faria Geraldes Barba, 2nd Semester  

 

Learning outcomes of the curricular unit 

Goals: The seminar aims to introduce the student to the study of contemporary 

cultural theory and the main themes they focus on. It will thus show why culture has 

become a new paradigm for the 21st century and the surface across which political 

social and religious conflicts are waged. Furthermore the seminar wishes to make the 

make the student able to contextualize, interpret and critique the object of study and 

place it comparatively within the larger body of cultural studies. 

Competencies: Apart from advanced communication and written skills, the seminar 

aims to foster a global understanding of culture and the field of studies commonly 

known as cultural studies. Furthermore, the seminar aims to develop in the student 

intercultural competencies arising from a comparative approach and contribute to 

foster a critical reasoning supported by informed academic arguments. The student 

will be able to diagnose a problem, to place it in its socio-cultural context and 

compare it to similar or contrastive cultural realities as well as to interpret and 

discuss it using the scientific language of its own academic community. 

 

Syllabus 

I - Cultural Theory, Cultural History, Cultural Studies  

1. Cultural Theory and Cultural History.  

2. Sociology, Psychoanalysis and the study of culture.  

3. Cultural Studies and ‘Culture Studies’.  

II –Cultural crisis and cultural critique  

1. Modernity and cultural critique from Nietzsche to the Frankfurt School.  

2. A logic of suspicion: Civilization and its Discontents.  

3. The challenge of alterity (S. Freud and Edward Said)  

4. Cultural memory, the museum and the Kulturgesellschaft.  



 
 

 

                                      

                                      
 

III –Thinking cultural theory for the 21st century: From the cultural industries to the 

logics of remediation.  

1. The cultural industry and the crises of the 1930s.  

2. The arts of reproduction: from critique to euforia.  

3. From solid technology to liquid modernity (Baumann)  

4. Technomemories and cultural amnesia. (Kittler)  

5. The pre/remediation of culture (Bolter/Grusin)  

6. Cultural and criative industries and the cultural economy.  

7. Heading towards convergence culture (Henry Jenkins)  

Case studies 

Book: Salman Rushdie (2001), Fury, London: Jonathan Cape. 

Films: A list of films to be analysed will be handed out on the first day of classes. 

 

Teaching methodologies (including evaluation)  

Teaching methodologies: Sessions will consist of lecturing and discussion of 

assigned readings. According to the guidelines of the Bologna reform, the student is 

required to be pro-active in class. Teaching is student-based and will proceed 

according to the progression needs of the class. Students are required to prepare the 

assigned readings for each session as assessment is continuous. A reader of 

texts will be available upon request at the university copy centre. 

Assessment: Learning assessment is based on the following items and percentages: 

1. Written tests: 20%+40% 

2. Oral assignment: 25% 

3. General continuous assessment: 15% 

Attendance is mandatory. Students who fail to attend 2/3 of sessions will not pass. 

Evidence of plagiarism will result in the student’s exclusion from the 

evaluation process. 
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