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COURSE UNIT AIMS. (Purpose of the course using broad, general terms)
a) To introduce students to the main theoretical concepts and analytical practices of the “British
Cultural Studies”, starting with the “culture and civilization” debate held by anglophone thinkers
and intellectuals since the mid-Victorian period.
b) To encourage students to collect information and data on facts, individuals and/or fields of
activity which have somehow shaped contemporary British Culture(s).
c) To help students put into practice some notions, ideas and proposals presented at the outset,
by applying them, as critically and independently as possible, to their own topics, thereby
enhancing their research, analytical and interpretative skills.
COURSE UNIT CONTENT. (Main topics covered in the course)
I. Introductory framework: British culture and cultural studies.
I.1. Cultural theory: the British contribution.
I.2. Historical and cultural context: from Victorianism to post-modernism.
II. Themes and issues: identity stereotypes and cultural trends.
II.1. British institutions and the monarchy: from the Saxe-Coburg-Gotha to the Windsors.
II.2. Science and technology: from the workshop of the world to the digital revolution.
II.3. The arts, aesthetic movements, visual culture and popular culture: from Pop art to Brit Pop.
II.4. Tradition and subversion: from swinging London to urban subcultures.
III. Final remarks: contemporary British culture and globalisation.

TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS

After a few introductory lectures, the course will take a more practical shape through the oral
presentation and discussion of the students’ projects. A short period for comments and debate
will be set aside at the end of each class. Suggestions and materials for further reading will be
handed out, together with the regular monitoring of the students’ researches.
In class teaching.

WEEKLY HOURS
4
ASSESSMENT
A short essay (4 pages) written in class (50%)
An oral presentation, individual or otherwise, of a research project (50%)
Although not given any specific percent, regular attendance and participation will act as a basis for
positive discrimination between final marks.
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